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        “Summertime and the Livin’ is Easy” the famous opening 
words from George Gershwin’s opera classic, Porgy and Bess, with 
lyrics written by DuBose Heyward and Ira Gershwin, musically por-
trays Summer as a time to rid ourselves of winter blues. It’s when 
we lighten up our clothing and hopefully, lighten up our spirits 
too. Summer is a time to re-energize, re-fuel, relax and re-connect 
with family and friends. Summer is when so many of us take 
some well-deserved “R&R”. It’s when the days are longer…and 
we change the thermometer from “heat” to “air condition”.           
It just seems like there’s more time to do the things we love 
without the worry that a snowstorm may cancel it all.  For 
many, Summer’s sun brings optimism and calm thereby replacing the 
gloom and doom some experience during Winter’s often long and frigid nights. 
        There’s also an abundance of scientific evidence that attests to the physical 
and mental health benefits of summer and the self-imposed “time out” it inspires 
so many people to take. Scientists have long observed that the Vitamin D that 
sunny weather provides is essential for the regulation of calcium and phosphorus 
absorption, the maintenance of healthy bones and teeth, and also proves to have 
a positive effect in the fight against many diseases, such as cancer, diabetes and 
multiple sclerosis. And research shows that summertime can help reverse the neg-
ative mood and depression often caused by the social isolation that winter months, 
severe weather and fewer hours of daylight can bring.  
         So, let’s take some inspiration from the words of Bob Marley when he sang: 
“Sun is shining. Weather is sweet. Make you wanna move your dancing 
feet”. Or, how about heeding the advice of the Beatles who warned: “But                    
tomorrow may rain, so I’ll follow the sun”. Seals and Crofts makes the case that 
“Summer breeze makes you feel fine”.  And Martha and the Vandellas sang                     
“an invitation across the nation, a chance for folks to meet… Summer's here 
and the time is right for dancing in the street.” 
      Here, we are featuring the many faces of 237 on the job and ready for some 
well-deserved “R&R”.  And, as the lyrics written by rock guitarist Leon Russell and 
made popular by The Tempos, “See you in September. See you when the sum-
mer's through.” But the song also warns: “Have a good time but remember. 
There is danger in the summer moon above. Will I see you in September.    
Or lose you to a summer love?” In other words: Recharge. Relax. Reconnect.          
So, enjoy your summer plans but keep in mind that there are wonderful rewards 
to maintaining that balance between work and play. See you in September! 

Recharge, Relax, Reconnect
By Gregory Floyd  
President, Teamsters Local 237 and Vice President-at-Large on  
the General Board of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters
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Local 237 Member Services
UNION HEADQUARTERS 
212-924-2000 
216 West 14th Street  
New York, NY 10011-7296   
LOCAL 237 DIVISIONS  
CITYWIDE, 2nd Fl.  
212-924-2000 
Donald Arnold, Director   
LAW ENFORCEMENT, 2nd Fl.  
212-924-2000 
Derek Jackson, Director 
Kangela Moore, Assistant Director  
HOUSING, 2nd Fl.  
212-924-2000 
Carl Giles, Housing Director  
SPECIAL PROJECTS, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
Debbie Coleman, Esq., Special Projects Director  
LONG ISLAND 
631-851-9800 
100 West Main Street, Babylon, 
New York 11702 
Benedict Carenza, Director  
Long Island Welfare Fund: 
For information on the various 
funds call 800-962-1145   
RETIREE, 6th Fl.  
212-807-0555 
Provides a variety of pre- and post-
retirement services, including    
pension and health insurance 
counseling to members. (Pension 
counseling by appointment, Thurs-
days only). General retirement 
counseling and retirement plan-
ning series during spring and fall.  
Julie Kobi, Director  
LOCAL 237 DEPARTMENTS 
(Citywide and Housing)  
SKILLED TRADES, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
Donald Arnold, Director  
HEALTH AND SAFETY, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
Donald Arnold, Director 
Susan McQuade, Coordinator  
MEMBERS HEALTH, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
Susan McQuade, Director 
smcquade@local237.org  
WELFARE FUND, 3rd Fl. 
212-924-7220 
The Fund administers the eligibility, 
enrollment, disability, optical and 
death benefits directly by the Fund’s 
in-house staff, as well as prescription 
and dental programs indirectly. 
Diana Nappi, Director 
Len Proctor, Deputy Director  
SOCIAL SERVICES, 3rd Fl. 
646-638-8608 
The Local 237 Social Services Depart-
ment features free social work           
services that are available to all       
members. Social workers connect 
people to much needed assistance 
and resources. The union knows that 
its members have tough jobs and 
that when encountering tough per-
sonal challenges, learning about pos-
sible solutions to those challenges 
would make things that much easier.          
Contact us to learn about the many 
service we can provide. 
Karla Steinberg,  
Membership Social Worker   
LEGAL SERVICES, 4th Fl. 
212-924-1220 
Lawyers advise and represent mem-
bers on covered personal legal prob-
lems, including domestic relations 
(family court proceedings, divorce 
and separation), purchase and sale of 
a primary residence, wills, adoptions, 
credit and consumer problems,            
tenant rights and bankruptcies. 
Jennifer Hudson, Esq., Chief Attorney 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES, 5th Fl. 
212-924-2000 
GREGORY FLOYD 
President 
RUBEN TORRES 
Vice President 
DONALD ARNOLD 
Secretary-Treasurer 
JEANETTE TAVERAS 
Recording Secretary   
POLITICAL ACTION &  
LEGISLATION, 5th Fl. 
646-638-8501 
Local 237 protects members’ 
rights by helping to sponsor      
legislation that is important  
to members, and by communicat-
ing with and supporting elected 
officials serving our best interests. 
Phyllis S. Shafran, Coordinator 
 
GRIEVANCES/DISCIPLINARY 
PROBLEMS, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
For grievances and job related 
problems, first contact your 
shop steward and/or grievance 
representative. If they can’t  
resolve the issue, contact your 
business agent. 
Diana Doss, Esq. 
  Grievance Coordinator 
 
CIVIL SERVICE BAR ASSOC. 
6th Fl., 212-675-0519  
Saul Fishman, President 
Lee Gordon, Esq.  
  Business Agent 
CSBA Welfare Fund 
Alicare 866-647-4617 
 
COMMUNICATIONS, 5th Fl. 
646-638-8501 
Phyllis S. Shafran, Director & 
Editor Local 237 Newsline and  
Editor, Retiree News & Views   
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
6th Fl., 212-807-0550 
Provides a variety of training 
and educational advancement 
opportunities for members. 
Shanell Grayson, Director 
 
 
USEFUL NUMBERS  FOR PRE-RETIREES  
NYCERS  
(New York City Employees  
Retirement System) 
By Mail:  
335 Adams St., Suite 2300, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201-3751  
In Person:  
340 Jay Street, Mezzanine, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201  
General Information:  
347-643-3000  
Outside NYC toll-free: 
877-6NYCERS  
NYCERS Internet 
www.nyclink.org/html/nycers  
NYC Department of  
Education Retirement  
System 
65 Court St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
718-935-5400  
Social Security  
Administration 
800-772-1213  
NY State and Local  
Retirement Systems 
518-474-7736 

Message from the President

By Gregory Floyd   
President,Teamsters Local 237 and Vice President-at-Large on  

the General Board of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

A Simple Word. 
A Complex Meaning.

BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS  •  FREE TEE SHIRTS AND FOOD 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

LABOR DAY PARADE 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th   
Local 237’s Kick off location and time to be announced 

on local237.org and our social media platforms.

cross our nation, in the Spring and Summer 
months from Memorial Day to Labor Day, includ-
ing Flag Day, Juneteenth, Father�s Day and Fourth 

of July, there are countless celebrations where the word 
�hero� will be applied. �at word will be the underlining 
theme of speeches, TV shows, parades, �reworks, barbe-
ques, marathons and sales throughout America.  

We celebrate heroes. It�s our custom. Even though             
today, the actions of some of our historic hero standard-
bearers from Christopher Columbus on down are now be-
ing reexamined, there are still plenty to go around. 
 �e Webster dictionary de�nes the word �hero�� as             
�a person who has special achievements, abilities, or               
personal qualities and is regarded as a role model or ideal.� 
In classic mythology, a�hero�was someone who is thought 
to be godlike � a talented warrior-a chie�ain�with special 
strength, or an immortal being. 

Today, we tend to think of our heroes in a more down-
to-earth way�still very noble�but a mortal among us who 
has done things�big and small�that makes a di�erence 
in our lives. Everyday heroes: �e Little League coach. �e 
motorist who stopped to help you �x your �at tire. �e 
neighbor who saved a child in a burning building. �e per-
son who found and returned your lost dog. Your dad.   

Several celebrities weigh-in on what de�nes a �hero�, 
among them, Whoopie Goldberg, who once asked: �Who 
amongst us doesn�t want to be a hero?� Mariah Carey sug-
gested �If you look inside yourself and you believe, you can 
be your own hero.�  While Maya Angelou de�ned a hero as 
�any person really intent on making this a better place for 
all people.� Perhaps it was Arthur Ashe who summed it up 
best. �True heroism is remarkably sober and very undra-
matic. It is not the urge to surpass all others at whatever 
cost, but the urge to serve others at whatever cost.� 

And a hero doesn�t need a specific classification or 
category to qualify. In fact, that could actually limit the 
accomplishments. Morgan Freeman reminds us that   
�Martin Luther King Jr., was not a Black hero.  He is an 
American hero.� 

So, whether it�s the countless men and women in the 
military who bring dignity and valor to the uniform they 
wear in defense of our freedom, or the School Safety Agents 
who provided students with free prom gowns, or the         
NYCHA worker who makes sure that the �owers are in 
full bloom by the benches where the elderly ladies sit, we 
take special pride in knowing that many Local 237 members 
sel�essly help others. To them we say, ��ank You�. 

Among them is the late 
Tuskegee Airman Dabney 
Montgomery.  Dabney was a 
NYCHA Housing Assistant 
for 14 years, who distin-
guished himself as an exem-
plary soldier known for his 
bravery in World War ll, yet 
was denied the right to vote 
when he got home. Although 
he was among the security 
detail for Dr. King on his his-
toric march from Selma to 
Memphis, it took nearly          
60 years a�er World War II 
ended for him to be awarded 
the Congressional Gold 
Medal. Now, the heels of his 
shoes from that march are on 
display in the �rst-of-its-kind National Museum of African 
American History and Culture in Washington, D.C., and a 
street sign in Harlem bears his name. Wow! How many 
unions can boast of having a Tuskegee Airman among its 
members?  

Clearly, the word hero applies to the highly acclaimed 
and the virtually unknown.  Men and women who rise to 
the situation but may not get a parade to honor their         
accomplishments, medals to wear on their chest, trophies 
for the mantel or news headlines. Just everyday heroes whose 
reward is knowing that they made a di�erence.  Many are 
Local 237 members. To all of them we say, ��ank You�.  

Tuskegee Airman and  
Local 237 member the  
late Dabney Montgomery.

A
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Public Housing Division
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS So many of our members distinguish themselves  

by their professionalism on the job.  
Here are some of their pictures and stories.

Cadidra �omas, Caretaker I, Johnson 
Houses.

(l-r) Karla Steinburg, Local 237 Social 
Worker with Quantae Carroway, Bronx 
River�s Shop Steward.

(l-r) Kristopher Alvarado, SOG St. 
Mary�s Houses with Ken Roper, 
Housing Business Agent and Assis-
tant to the President 

Jaleesa Moye, Business Agent and Karla Steinburg (center) stand 
in solidarity with some of NYCHA Bronx River sta� a�er                  
discussing Social Services.

(l-r) Pink Houses. Robert Smith,  
Caretaker J with Ms. Jacqueline Lee.

Ken Roper (back row center) and  Martha Bodhnarain, Esq., Local 237’s Sr. Counsel (right) met with Cleaning and Set-Up employees at Javits Center.

Newly appointed Assistant Superintendent 
of Bronx River Houses, Andres (Andy) 
Rodriguez encourages his sta� to be 
knowledgeable about the bene�ts that          
Local 237 o�ers.  

Plaster Supervisors for the Bronx. (l-r) John Fiorenza, Frank 
Spallino and Paul Iveagh.

Kevin Squires, Caretaker X Vandalia 
Houses Brooklyn is looking forward to 
summer vacations, being with family,         
NYCHA summer hours, and helping to 
make development grounds look good. 

Leighton Phillips,  
Caretaker X is looking 
forward to summer             
vacations with family, 
traveling and enjoying a 
new season. 
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Citywide Division
So many of our members distinguish themselves  

by their professionalism on the job.  
Here are some of their pictures and stories.

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

(l-r) Bianca Jones; Dieunane Deus, Radiological Technologist, Level 4; M. Leslie 
Jean Louis, Radiological Technologist, Level 2; George Wade; and Rina Biswas, 
Radiological Technologist, Level 3.  

Lincoln Hospital Housekeeper Supervisors are front line supervisors 
responsible for maintaining the hospital standards for cleanliness along 
with support sta�. (l-r) George Wade, Assistant Director of Citywide; 
Francisco Torres, Supervising Housekeeper; Martha Casilla, Senior 
Housekeeper; Christopher Maldonado, Senior Housekeeper; and 
Bianca Jones, Citywide Business Agent. 

Joseph Conigliaro, Supervising 
Housekeeper.

(l-r)  Joshua McLean, Maintenance Worker; Bianca 
Jones and Everton Bramble, Maintenance Worker.

(l-r)  Bianca Jones, O�cer Donna Tannenbaum and          
O�cer Binu Joseph.

H+H Lincoln Hospital

H+H Seaview Hospital - Hospital Appreciation

(l-r) Sabrina Hylor; Food Service Supervisor; George Wade; and 
Joshua Melville, Food Service Supervisor.

(l-r) Xiaofang (Jessica) Gao, Eco Tech; 
and �omas Sudhin, Eco Tech.

(l-r) George Wade with Ultrasound 
Techs Vilma Promese and Tracy Vincent.

Department of Education, Queens District #24 School Food Service 
Managers with Bianca Jones (center).



Law Enforcement Division
MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
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So many of our members distinguish themselves  
by their professionalism on the job.  

Here are some of their pictures and stories.

(l-r) ACS Police O�cers: Sgt. Arnaud, O�cer Molina, 
Sgt. Johnson, O�cer Billingsley, Benson and Brown. 

Derek Jackson speaks with the new recruits at the 
CUNY Academy. 

Hospital Police O�cers at Harlem Hospital roll call. �ey 
are ready to serve to protect sta�, visitors, and patients. 

Basic Telecommunications Training for Public 
Safety O�cers conducted by Mr. Brian Porter 
of �e Public Safety Group. �e following o�-
cers attended this training: Lt. Roseann Pilgrim, 
Cpl. Danielle Brothers, Cpl. Patricia Victor, 
Cpo. Wanda Borders, Cpo. Jean Jean-Baptiste, 
Cpo. Tia Gardner, Csa. Adelaide Tetteh, Csa. 
Michelle Cooke, Csa. Frances Willis, Csa. Jada 
Patterson, Csa. Luis Sanchez, Csa. Javier 
Nunez and Csa. Laura Rodriguez. 

CUNY/BMCC (l-r) Derek Jackson; CSA Hollis; Sgt. 
Sanderson; and Charlie Cotto, Local 237 Director of 
Operations, Law Enforcement and Citywide.

Telecommunications Training at Baruch College

LaGuardia College Campus Peace O�cers         
welcome students, sta�, and visitors to the           
college. (l-r) Campus Police O�cers Hall, 
Castillo, Estrella and Sgt. Miller.

Hospital Police O�cers  
Taylor and Sultana  
Metropolitan Hospital.

SSA 3 Mattera, welcomes 
Mayor Adams as a speaker at a 
Vietnam Veterans celebration 
event at Tottenville High School.

Peace O�cers at CUNY Law 
School (l-r) Specialist Corona 
and CPO Pittman.

School Safety Instructors at the Police Academy are vital 
to training the next generation of School Safety Agents. 
Here are just a few of these phenomenal instructors.          
(l-r) SSA III Espejo, SSA III Vereen, SSA III Winter 
Ewer and SSA III Santiago. 

(l-r) Derek Jackson, Director of 
Law Enforcement;  with Public 
Safety O�cer Daniel Ramos, 
O�cer Ramos has been an o�-
cer for 33 years. 

Mental Health Awareness Month is coming to an end, but 
the EAU is available every day of every month. Please feel 
free to reach out for your coworkers, family or yourself. You 
can remain anonymous. EAU (646) 610-6730
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(l-r) Gregory Floyd, Local 237 President; with 
Michael De Leo, Supervisor Bricklayer retired   
with 35 years on the job; and Donald Arnold,        
Local 237 Executive Board Secretary-Treasurer 
and the Director of the Citywide Division.

(l-r) Kangela Moore, Assistant 
Director and Business Agent of 
Law Enforcement with                   
Detective Marty.

SSA 3 Shelia Barrow Gonzalez from Bronx East 
JHS 125 retired a�er 22 years of service. Pictured 
with Charlie Cotto, Local 237 Director of Oper-
ations, Law Enforcement and Citywide 

Hospital Police O�cer Bessie Brewster retired 
on April 25, 2025.

SSA 3 Robin Morris (center) retired a�er 25 
years of service. Pictured with Charlie Cotto 
(le�) and CO Cindy McNiel (right).

Added to the 
Roster of Retirees

Local 237 wants to thank the following members for their years  
of dedicated service, and wishes them well in their retirement:

Harlem Hospital celebrated Detective Marty with a �walkout� 
for his 19 years of service. 

Check the Status of your Social 
Security Benefits Claim Online

If you applied for Social Security bene�ts, or have a pending reconsideration or hearing 
request, you can check the status online using your free personal�my Social Security�ac-
count. If you don�t have an account, you can create one at www.ssa.gov/myaccount to review 
the following information about your appeal: 

�  Date of �ling. 
�  Current claim location. 
�  Scheduled hearing date and time. 
�  Incomplete applications. 
�  Servicing o�ce location. 
�  Publications of interest, depending on the claim and current step in the process. 
If you have questions about retirement, disability, Medicare, or survivor bene�ts, or 

about Supplemental Security Income, visit our webpage at www.ssa.gov/bene�ts. 
Please share this information with your loved ones. 

New York City Mayor Eric Adams and New 
York City Department of Veterans’ Services 
(DVS) Commissioner James Hendon today       
announced that the City of New York will next 
year host a ticker tape parade celebrating the 
service of post-9/11 servicemembers and vet-
erans — the first of its kind in a major city in the 
nation. On Monday, July 6, 2026, the City of 
New York will host “Homecoming of Heroes:   
A Ticker Tape Parade Honoring Our Post-9/11 
Combat Veterans and Their Families,” a historic 
tribute recognizing the extraordinary service, 
sacrifice, and resilience of a generation that 
bore the weight of America’s longest war. 
 If you are interested in learning more 
about our initiatives or connecting to services 
at DVS, you can visit nyc.gov/vets,  
email us at connect@veterans.nyc.gov,  
call us at 212-416-5250, or visit us at  
1 Centre St., Suite 2213, New York, NY 10007


















