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Ah Springtime!  
         Buds turn into flowers; the first baseball of the season has 

been thrown out to the cheers of hopeful fans forgetting a disap-
pointing last year; Mr. Softee’s trucks are back on the road driving us 

crazy with their intoxicatingly obnoxious tune that caused little kids to 
shriek with delight and adults to grudgingly reach for their wallets. It starts 

getting darker later and thoughts drift to summer vacation plans and how 
many fast days am I away from a bathing suit body.  

Springtime, the universal remedy to winter doldrums couldn’t get here any 
sooner. 

     Much has been written and said about Spring and its attributes. Baseball great 
Ernie Banks said: “Spring training means flowers, people coming outdoors,               

sunshine, optimism and baseball. Spring training is a time to think about being 
young again.” Former First Lady, Ladybird Johnson said: “Where flowers bloom, so 
does hope.”  
       It’s a time when the chaos of winter storms shift to our rear-view mirror and the 
promise of a warm, sunny day can greet us like that first cup of morning coffee. New 
beginnings, a fresh start, a clean slate. Inspiration is in the air and hope is everywhere.  
        The Ghanaian founder of Smart Youth Volunteer Foundation, Lailah Gifty Akita calls 
Spring: “A season for the soul to regain its strength.”  And even comedian Robin 
Williams had an opinion on Spring, calling it, “Nature’s way of saying ‘Let’s Party’”. 
            It’s no coincidence that Ramadan, Easter and Passover are Springtime holidays. 
The renewal of nature that comes with Spring amplifies the promise of redemption 

embedded in the historical events being commemorated by all three religions. 
  Ramadan, a month-long celebration, marks the holiest month of the Islamic 

calendar. According to tradition, the holy book of the Quran was revealed to the 
prophet Muhammad during Ramadan. Muslims believe that during this 

month, the gates to Heaven are open and the doors to Hell are closed.         
Muslims focus on their connection to God, reflect on their lives and spend 

quality time with friends and family. 
             Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus and His victory 

over death. Around the same time — and often overlapping — 
Jewish people celebrate Passover, the holiday commemorat-

ing the Hebrews’ exodus from slavery in Egypt. In the      
religious festivities that ensues, nature and history 

converge with a resounding message of hope. 
These holidays are about delivery       

from a state of despair. Easter 

assures the individual that life is eternal. It offers a way out 
of a world beyond repair. It celebrates a religion that provides 
comfort to those who had lost faith in the gods of Rome. It 
spreads the message that the death of one has the capacity to save 
many and the resurrection of Jesus is the ultimate affirmation of life. 
          Passover summons Jews collectively into the world to repair it. The 
message of Passover is that a tyrant-like Pharaoh could be overthrown and 
a nation as powerful as Egypt could be defeated. Slaves could become free 
men and the oppressed could break the shackles of their captivity. Anything is 
possible, if only we dare to dream the impossible dream.  
          It was the biblical record of the Exodus from Egypt that enabled the spirit of 
optimism to prevail for the followers of Martin Luther King Jr. and the quest for equal 
rights. They were stirred by the vision of Moses leading his people to the Promised 
Land. In fact, the historic speech that King delivered at the Mason Temple in Memphis, 
where he went on April 3 in 1968 to support sanitation workers protesting their meager 
wages of $1.65 an hour and deplorable working conditions, included the prophetic 
line: “I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight that we as a people 
will get to the Promised Land.” He was assassinated the next day. It was ironic that 
many of King’s supporters, aides and confidants had urged him against expanding their 
focus and leaving their comfort zone to take on new causes, such as the Poor People’s 
Campaign, which he was pushing. King would have none of it. Instead, he urged the 
sanitation workers to go on strike telling them: “You have to escalate the struggle a 
bit.” And he countered the containment argument with: “We have moved into an era 
where we are called upon to raise certain basic questions about the whole society.” 
         When we celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., it is impossible 
not to recognize that his lessons are similar to the main lesson of Spring:“Without 
hope, all will be lost”. So much about the history of our nation underscores that 
sentiment. Even the drawing on America's official seal — suggested by               
Benjamin Franklin in August 1776 — attested to this belief, with the dramatic 
scene described in Exodus where Moses divided waters of the Red Sea 
that is depicted on the seal. Dr. King added: “The impossible can          
happen, it just takes longer.”  
          No doubt he may have been discouraged along the way, 
but he never totally lost hope. Indeed, America’s history            
attests that when hope prevails, even what you thought 
was a dead-end sign can become an open highway.  
       Springtime inspires us to take that drive 
to wherever the road leads us.  

We All Could Use a Little Spring!We All Could Use a Little Spring!
By Gregory Floyd   
President,Teamsters Local 237 and Vice President-at-Large on  
the General Board of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters
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Local 237 Member Services
UNION HEADQUARTERS 
212-924-2000 
216 West 14th Street  
New York, NY 10011-7296   
LOCAL 237 DIVISIONS  
CITYWIDE, 2nd Fl.  
212-924-2000 
Donald Arnold, Director   
LAW ENFORCEMENT, 2nd Fl.  
212-924-2000 
Derek Jackson, Director 
Kangela Moore, Assistant Director  
HOUSING, 2nd Fl.  
212-924-2000 
Carl Giles, Housing Director  
SPECIAL PROJECTS, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
Debbie Coleman, Esq., Special Projects Director  
LONG ISLAND 
631-851-9800 
100 West Main Street, Babylon, 
New York 11702 
Benedict Carenza, Director  
Long Island Welfare Fund: 
For information on the various 
funds call 800-962-1145   
RETIREE, 6th Fl.  
212-807-0555 
Provides a variety of pre- and post-
retirement services, including    
pension and health insurance 
counseling to members. (Pension 
counseling by appointment, Thurs-
days only). General retirement 
counseling and retirement plan-
ning series during spring and fall.  
Julie Kobi, Director  
LOCAL 237 DEPARTMENTS 
(Citywide and Housing)  
SKILLED TRADES, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
Donald Arnold, Director  
HEALTH AND SAFETY, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
Donald Arnold, Director 
Susan McQuade, Coordinator  
MEMBERS HEALTH, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
Susan McQuade, Director 
smcquade@local237.org  
WELFARE FUND, 3rd Fl. 
212-924-7220 
The Fund administers the eligibility, 
enrollment, disability, optical and 
death benefits directly by the Fund’s 
in-house staff, as well as prescription 
and dental programs indirectly. 
Diana Nappi, Director 
Len Proctor, Deputy Director  
SOCIAL SERVICES, 3rd Fl. 
646-638-8608 
The Local 237 Social Services Depart-
ment features free social work           
services that are available to all       
members. Social workers connect 
people to much needed assistance 
and resources. The union knows that 
its members have tough jobs and 
that when encountering tough per-
sonal challenges, learning about pos-
sible solutions to those challenges 
would make things that much easier.          
Contact us to learn about the many 
service we can provide. 
Karla Steinberg, MSW 
Membership Social Worker   
LEGAL SERVICES, 4th Fl. 
212-924-1220 
Lawyers advise and represent mem-
bers on covered personal legal prob-
lems, including domestic relations 
(family court proceedings, divorce 
and separation), purchase and sale of 
a primary residence, wills, adoptions, 
credit and consumer problems,            
tenant rights and bankruptcies. 
Jennifer Hudson, Esq., Chief Attorney 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES, 5th Fl. 
212-924-2000 
GREGORY FLOYD 
President 
RUBEN TORRES 
Vice President 
DONALD ARNOLD 
Secretary-Treasurer 
JEANETTE TAVERAS 
Recording Secretary   
POLITICAL ACTION &  
LEGISLATION, 5th Fl. 
646-638-8501 
Local 237 protects members’ 
rights by helping to sponsor      
legislation that is important  
to members, and by communicat-
ing with and supporting elected 
officials serving our best interests. 
Phyllis S. Shafran, Coordinator 
 
GRIEVANCES/DISCIPLINARY 
PROBLEMS, 2nd Fl. 
212-924-2000 
For grievances and job related 
problems, first contact your 
shop steward and/or grievance 
representative. If they can’t  
resolve the issue, contact your 
business agent. 
Diana Doss, Esq. 
  Grievance Coordinator 
 
CIVIL SERVICE BAR ASSOC. 
6th Fl., 212-675-0519  
Saul Fishman, President 
Lee Gordon, Esq.  
  Business Agent 
CSBA Welfare Fund 
Alicare 866-647-4617 
 
COMMUNICATIONS, 5th Fl. 
646-638-8501 
Phyllis S. Shafran, Director & 
Editor Local 237 Newsline and  
Editor, Retiree News & Views   
EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
6th Fl., 212-807-0550 
Provides a variety of training 
and educational advancement 
opportunities for members. 
Shanell Grayson, Director 
 
 
USEFUL NUMBERS  FOR PRE-RETIREES  
NYCERS  
(New York City Employees  
Retirement System) 
By Mail:  
30-30 47th Avenue, 10th Floor 
Long Island City, NY 11101  
In Person:  
340 Jay Street, Mezzanine, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201  
General Information:  
347-643-3000  
Outside NYC toll-free: 
877-6NYCERS  
NYCERS website 
https://www.nycers.org  
BERS  
(NYC Board of Education 
Retirement System) 
65 Court St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
(929) 305-3800   
BERS website 
https://www.bers.nyc.gov  
Social Security  
Administration 
800-772-1213  
NY State and Local  
Retirement Systems 
518-474-7736 

Message from the President 

By Gregory Floyd   
President,Teamsters Local 237 and Vice President-at-Large on  

the General Board of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Climbing  
That Hill

t the� inauguration ceremony of President Joe 
Biden, Amanda Gorman, the�22�year-old�poet lau-
reate, read her poem ��e Hill We Climb� which 

begins with the words: �We ask ourselves when can we �nd 
light in this never-ending shade?� She goes on to say that: 
�Somehow we�ve weathered and witnessed a nation that isn�t 
broken, but simply un�nished�. But while�democracy can 
be periodically delayed, it can never be permanently                    
defeated.��And,��We will not march back to what was, but 
move to what shall be a country that is bruised, but whole, 
benevolent, but bold, �erce and free.� � She concludes 
�...there�is always light.� If only we�re� brave enough to see it. 
If only we�re brave enough to be it.� 
� Inspiring, upli�ing words for sure � and a theme ap-
propriate not just for an inauguration - but for all periods 
of new�beginnings, such as the Spring season.� 

�ere are countless articles o�ering advice�on how to 
get that light.�For example,�former speechwriter for Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan and columnist for the Wall Street Jour-
nal writes Peggy Noonan writes:��You have to go into this 
year with dreams, there�s no other way to do it.� 

New York Times columnist, David Brooks had some 
advice of his own in� his recent� farewell� column� entitled�  
�Time to Say�Goodbye.� He�expressed� his view that America 
has become �a sadder, meaner, and more pessimistic coun-
try.��He quoted�a new study that��nds�69% of Americans 
say they do not believe in the American dream.�Brooks ar-
gued that we�have�abandoned�our humanistic�values.�He 
said that��the elements of our civilization that li� the spirit, 
nurture empathy ,and orient�the�soul now play a diminished 
role in national life... and�humanism is anything that upholds 

the dignity of each person� is� missing in America lately.��          
Although a daunting insight,  Brooks did o�er some hope 
in  the otherwise bleak picture he painted, 
proclaiming,��One of the most exciting things in American 
life today is that�a humanistic renaissance is already  hap-
pening�.��America, according to�Brooks, can�turn the page. 
� So, in keeping with the spirit of�new beginnings�asso-
ciated�with�Spring, now seems like a good time to start. It�s 
a time for�healing, a time to strive forward to create the   
nation we deserve to live in.  It�s a time for us, as a nation, 
to be who we are meant to be and who we need to be for 
present and future generations.�Spring has sprung and so 
must we. We need to get into action � to begin to exemplify 
the spirit that�s always been within us but�has been dormant 
for far too long. Let�s use the start of this new season to 
embark on and embrace fully a fresh start that will guide 
us toward better days instead of longing for days gone by.  

Spring is a good time to start, I am con�dent that 
Amanda Gorman would agree. �e theme of her 2021 
poem is as relevant today as then. It�s about healing America 
and striving to create a healthier nation, saying: �We can 
do this if we open our souls instead of hardening our hearts. 
So let us leave behind a country better than the one we were 
le� with. Clearly, the hill we must now climb is very steep, 
but the rewards are even greater. To help get us there, try to 
remember the things you  enjoyed before our world was up-
ended, and let�s work to get them back�but even better.  Not 
only for us, but for our children and grandchildren. Yes, 
Spring has sprung and some may wonder, what to do about 
it? Embrace it, let its spirit guide us and start to climb that 
hill.�   

A

Our Members in the News
Gunfire near Manhattan high school underscores 

the role of School Safety Agents in keeping  
students and staff out of harm’s way 

A school bus was stopped inside a crime scene recently in Chelsea a�er gun�re rang out near a public 
high school during dismissal. No one was injured, but investigators recovered about a dozen shell casings 
outside the school, according to o�cials, who say the shooter, wearing a blue hoodie, ran from the scene.          
�I just saw children running, trying to get away from it,� said Ever Rivera, a parent who witnessed the chaos. 

�e incident comes during a concerning week for school safety citywide. Local 237 President Greg 
Floyd, who represents roughly 2,000 school safety agents, said o�cers have recovered three loaded guns in 
schools in Harlem, the Bronx, and Astoria in recent days. Nine have reportedly been recovered since the start 
of school in September, Floyd said. He commended them on a job well done. 

Agents have also seized a growing number of small weapons, including scalpels. �e NYPD reports 205 
scalpels have been con�scated from students so far this school year, including one on Tuesday at Roosevelt 
High School a�er a �ght. Floyd claims students are now selling the blades which are di�cult to detect. ��ey 
shouldn�t have them, and they�re readily available to be used at any time on anyone in the schools,� he said. 

An NYPD spokesperson said, �Our agents utilize a multi-layered process to identify, search, and stop 
weapons from entering schools through magnetometers, X-ray baggage machines, and scanners,� adding, �Our 
process is working.� O�cials say up to 90 schools use new scanning technology on any given day. However, no 
scanning devices were present at the four schools where weapons were recently recovered. Sources said 
several of the loaded guns were found during �ghts or unrelated arrests. ��e weapons are  outnumbering our 
coverage, and it�s just a matter of time before somebody gets seriously hurt,� Floyd said. 

A NYC Public Schools spokesperson praised school sta� for keeping students safe and said additional   
security measures will be implemented at Harlem�s School of Earth Exploration and Discovery.   





4  NEWSLINE, Spring 2026

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS So many of our members distinguish themselves  
by their professionalism on the job.  

Here are some of their pictures and stories.Law Enforcement Division

Hospital Police O�cer Ahmed 
at Coler Hospital. He is providing 
a safe space for patients, visitors, 
and sta�. 

Staten Island SSAs share a few festive photos.

Keeping a college environment 
safe is no easy task, but thanks to 
CUNY Peace O�cers Pittman 
and Andagana the campus is safe 
for visitors, students, and faculty. 

O�cers at CUNY Technical College during morning roll call (l-r) PO Moses,               
Sgt. Hardy, PO Quinones, PO S. Lewis, PO Burgos, CSA Cisneros, CSA Dryden, 
and Cpl. K. Bush. 

DHS Captain Cruz (c), Lt. Beckett and Lt. 
Woodard hosted Hot Chocolate and S�mores 
Day for the o�cers with Deputy Commis-
sioner Velvauche Priester and Assistant         
Commissioner John Norris.

A beautiful window display created by SSA Pineda.

O�cers Williams and Spear 
welcome visitors to the Javits 
Center during the holidays.

Level 1 Zheng celebrates Chinese New Year with Pre-K students at the 
Renaissance School in Queens North.

O�cer Hall and CSA Castillo are 
elated to greet the LaGuardia        
College community.  
 

Holiday Mixer at the Borough Command. 

3rd Annual Holiday Giveaway in an honor of 
our fallen member School Safety Agent 
Tamara Hamilton, formerly of PS 18.

York College Campus Peace            
O�cers New Years Celebration. 
Sgt. Orridge and CSA Ross with 
Kangela Moore (c),  Assistant Di-
rector and Business Agent of Law 
Enforcement. 

Staten Island shared the LOVE of 
Valentine�s Day � all KINGS and 
QUEENS!

In the Holiday Spirit
DHS Holiday Event 

on Wards Island

Valentine’s Day

SSA Ziewleski
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Law Enforcement Division Continued

Lt. Lewis (c) and Captain Diaz (third from right) w ith 
Kangela Moore, Assistant Director of Law Enforcement 
Division (third from right), participating in a walk through 
at Metropolitan Hospital with the Labor Caucus.  

Staten Island School Safety Agents from Susan Wagner HS, 
Staten Island School Safety Mobile Taskforce, 122 Pct., YRT, 
Community Outreach units from 120/121/122/123 Pct. and 
sta� from Susan Wagner maintained a safe environment for 
all those at an ICE protest at Susan Wagner HS. 

DHS O�cer Tonya Hunt 
(mother), and SSA Caquan 
Samuels (son) at the SSA 
Graduation pictured with 
Charlie Cotto, Local 237  
Director of Operations, Law 
Enforcement and Citywide.

Safety and Emmisions

Training new recruits of Special O�cers for DHS, HRA, ACS and OCME at the Bedford Atlantic 
Armory - Men�s Shelter in Brooklyn. Pictured, addressing the recruits are: (l-r) Charlie Cotto; Frank 
Rella, Law Enforcement Business Agent; Len Proctor, Deputy Director, Welfare Fund; Martha 
Bodhnarain, Esq., Local 237’s Sr. Counsel; Karla Steinberg, Local 237 Social Worker; and Jennifer 
Hudson, Esq., Director of Local 237 Legal Services Plan.

TLC Graduation SSA Graduation

Congratulations to Agent  
Nelson and Agent Bravo as 
newly appointed Level III’s in 
Manhattan North Command.

Law Enforcement

Enforcement Class of 2025A  
Kathleen Carrasquillo  
Arnaldy Fermin  
Bryan Hanif  
Hashmi Javed  
Jennifer Lopez  
Je�rey Manalo  
Henrry Meza Flores  
Edwin Pastuizaca  

*Samuel Rodriguez 
Jianguang Shi  
Nicole Smith  
Syeda Zarin Tasneem  
Jessica Walker  
Franklin Wilson  
Jevonte Wilson  
Milad Youssef  
*valedictorian

Enforcement Class of 2025B 
Alberto De Los Santos  
Festus Fabajo  
Joyran Gonzalez Francisco 
 Nikayla Grant  
MD Karim  
First Last  
Hongbin Liu  
Kartik Madaan  
Rochard Moss  

Youssoupha Ndao  
Md Azizur Rahman  
Keith Ramos  
Eduardo Reyes  
Daniel Sanders  
Richkensley Virgile  
Stacie Williams  
Todd Wilson  
*Jiahua Wu 
*valedictorian

Safety & Emissions Class 
Tau�que Amin  
Geordy Aracena  
Touhami Benaissa  
Eric Carrillo  
Anthony Celiberti  
Oumar Dibaga  
Darrien Feanny  
Stanley Garcia  
Joel Gomez  
Luigi Guagenti  

Dathaniel Henry  
Edgar Lopez-Vega  
Dayrovis Objio  
Robert Penalo  
Brando Rojas  
Santiago Romero  
Alexander Sanchez-Garcia  
Sulajman Taipovic  
Alex Tang  
Raul Tavarez-Genao  
Meng Zhang 

OCI: SSA3 Ayeshia Artis  
Latoni Albert 
Tanaya Anderson  
Jaiden Andujar 
Kavon Battle 
Jeremiah Bennett 
Jaylin Bleary-West  
Kayla Bradford 
Syncere Brown  
Brianna Camacho  
Najae Colon 
Tyler Damas 
Shaborn Davis 
Shiarah Davis 
Renny Delacruz 
Nene Diallo 
Andri Familia 
Yazmine Francois  
Terrell Freeman  
Brianna Gonzalez  
Kysaire Gordon 
Joshua Graham-Salinas  
Emija Green 
Alexis Groce-Adams  
Yokaira Guzman-Diaz  

Anaya Jenkins  
Serenity Johnson 
Tatiana Johnson  
Konstantinos Karagkounis  
Kenroy Llewellyn  
Dontez Lumpkin  
Branden Martinez  
Britney Melendez-Arana  
Justin Mercado 
Shimara Miles 
Janiya Powell 
Calvin Reid 
Jesus Rivera-Hernandez  
Eduardo Rodriguez-Hernandez  
Sadmani Samin 
Marcus Santos 
Tyrek Saunders 
Randi Stith 
Kevin Tineo 
Essence Tyler-Bellinger  
Quanmira Tyson 
Aaron Vigo 
Jada Webb 
Giovanni Wilson

Assistant SSA Graduation

(l-r) Derek Jackson, Director of Law    
Enforcement; O�cer Bryant Dixon, 
valedictorian; and Charlie Cotto.

COMPANY 25-06 
OCI: SSA-3  
Anderson-Robinson 
John Adami  
Versace Brown  
Melissa Buckner  
Yamali Frias  
Aniya Go�e  
Kulsum Humaira  
Brandon Johnson  
Arvin Karim  
Jacob Lantsman  
Shameka Lugg 
Jalen Mcbride  
Dymond Moe-Bernal  
Sultana Razia  
Ebony Ricketts  
Shante Robinson  
Caquan Samuels  
Kenyetta �ompson  
Destiny Valentin  
Tiana White 
 Ja’lyn Wilson 
 
COMPANY 25-07 
OCI: SSA-3 Santiago 
Alexis Atriano 
Dina Browne 
Metria Bryant 
Katrina Canady 
Shanique Edwards  
Anwar Hamid 
Dawayne Je�rey 
Taniya Jones 
Solange Lasso 
Jordan Martinez 

COMPANY 25-07 Continued 
 Natonia-Grace McCain 
Hector Minaya 
Esmeralda Morales  
Stephanie Orr 
Victor Reaves 
Jennifer Rudecindo  
Shishir Sarker 
Kristofer Susie 
Johnee Tommie 
Quanisha Washington  
Ashanti Williams  
Na-Jae Wynn 
 
COMPANY 25-08 
OCI: SSA-3 Vereen 
Doreen Anderson  
Unique Barton  
Xavier Carter  
Alecia Francis  
Shamari Harper  
Spencer Ingram  
Kelvia Joseph  
Jonathan Lewis  
Tamia Miller  
Elijah Mitchell 
Diana Morocho  
Aniyah Nimmons  
Karies Pena  
Armani Reid 
Bithi Saha 
Jada Stewart  
Yudilsa Tavarez  
Chantel Treasure 
Latasha Watson  
Tricia Williams

HHC Graduation

Training at Bedford Atlantic Armory






















